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ABSTRACT. The aim of the present research is to determine whether in the period
of transforming economy in the country there followed changes within the economic
structure of the Opole region. An attempt was also made to determine the ranking list of
towns and communes according to the development level of selected economic catego-
ries, as well as to determine their developmental tendencies.

The research procedure that was made use of to analyse the problem was the Perkal
method of natural indexes. The following categories of economic development were
analysed: the development level of the agricultural sector, the economic potential, the
level development of service sector and concentration of foreign capital, the level of

economic activity.
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The current economic structure and level of the economic development of
Poland’s regions result from the economic policy being implemented in indivi-
dual areas for many years. Natural, historical and cultural conditionings, as well
as instrumental and systemic ones, play a significant role in shaping the econo-
mic structure. Particularly, the systemic factors, which are understood as con-
trolling the processes of regions development, have gained especial significance
in the times of the socio-political and economic systems transformation. The
group of systemic conditionings point to who and in what manner can effective-
ly determine and activate the instruments and factors to shape a rise in the com-
petitiveness of regions and their development (1). In the conditions of the new
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territorial organisation of the state which have taken effect since 1989, local
governments took over the duty of managing the development of regions. Thus,
it is the skills displayed by these subjects of regional policy in the sphere of
creating and rational making use of the developmental factors being at their
disposal that the economic structure and the level of economic development
depend on to a most considerable extent. Following the transition from the mo-
del of ‘issuing orders and dividing’ type to market economy, there has been
implemented systematic restructuring of the systemic economy, as well as a fun-
damental transformation of its structural features, which today aim at forming
competitive economies. In the hierarchy of territorial units the level on which
economic competition becomes visible is the commune (gmina). Despite the
fact that the economic space, which took so long to form, is changing slowly,
the slowness of the changes does not mean complete ‘fossilization — permanen-
ce’ of the spatial structures. As the research conducted by G. Gorzelak shows
(2), being located in unfavorable socio-economic conditions does not ruin the
chance of attaining a lasting promotion within the economic hierarchy, although
it is obvious that communes that hold a firm economic position have a better
chance to transform in a quicker and more effective way. One has to remember,
though, that both economically poorly and highly developed units can be affec-
ted by economic degradation or can keep being stuck in a ‘lull’. The conditions
imposed by market economy and local government system on particular levels
of territorial hierarchy of the state are an attempt at showing, by individual com-
munes and regions, their ability to adapt to the changing economic conditions,
and also the effectiveness of managing the developmental factors which remain
at their disposal.

The Opolskie Voivodeship (administrative regions of the 1st order) is relati-
vely small as regards its territory though it shows an internal differentiation with
reference to the level of the economic development, as well as its economic
structure. The research conducted, among others, by Heffner (3), Mikotajewicz
(4), Stodczyk (5), Szafranek (6) and also a series of regional elaborations prove
this only too well. _

The records found in the Strategy of Development of Opole region for the
years 2000-2015 also refer to the economic differentiation that exists in the
region. One of the developmental priorities for the voivodeship was defined as
anecessity to level chances for development in the region. The entry treating
about the division of the voivodeship into three functional zones, which has
been repeatedly made in the documents dealing with the strategic-planning con-
cerning the region, is a truly vital element from the point of view of an analysis
of the economic structure transformation. The zones in question are as follows:

— the zone of industrialisation and urbanisation, located in the area between

Opole and Kedzierzyn-Kozle;

— the agricultural zone covering the southern and western parts of the voivo-
deship;
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— the agricultural- forestry zone in the northern and north-eastern part of the
voivodeship. = '

The aim of the present research is to determine whether in the period of
transforming economy in the country there followed changes within the econo-
mic structure of the Opole region. An attempt was also made to determine the
ranking list of towns and communes according to the development level
of selected economic categories, as well as to determine their developmental
tendencies. '

The research procedure that was made use of to analyse the problem was
the Perkal method of natural indexes (7). It is one of the taxonomic methods
which allows aggregation of a set of output features into a common vector cal-
led magnitude index (W) (8).

The temporal range of the research covers nine years from 1994 untll 2002.
The research units were cities and communes of the Opolskie Voivodeship in
a total number amounting to 102. For the needs of the analysis the number of
the units was unified for the whole research period, although the administrative
borders of the Opolskie Voivodeship were altered considerably in 1999. All the
administrative units found in the territory of the Opolskie Voivodeship were
included in the research.

The selection of variables was made primarily on the basis of their logical
connection with the problem area under the investigation, and moreover — due
to their explicitness, e.g. visible changeability. The scope of available statistical
data provided by GUS (Central Statistical Office) for this regional system du-
ring the temporal space under analysis made for a significant criterion of selec-
tion of measurements.

The accepted list of the features, according to the applied taxonomic proce-
dure, allowed dividing them into the following categories of economic develop-
ment (Table 1).

The magnitude index (W,) was calculated for each research unit (102 alto-
gether) with reference to each economic category (4) and for each year (9).
Consequently, four sets of ‘magnitude indexes’ were obtained (including 9 valu-
es), which describe the research units. This procedure allowed following the
development of the indexes (W,) in time, as well as their spatial differentiation.
The values determined the tendency of undergoing changes and also made it
possible to order the units, beginning with the best and ending with the weakest
according to the level of development of a given features set. In order to deter-
mine the positions of particular towns and communes a mean value of magnitu-
de indexes was calculated for the whole research period. In this way each unit
obtained four global and mean values of the index, which allowed their linear
ordering. The spatial differentiation of the index values W, created a basis for
classification of the towns and communes as regards each of the selected econo-
mic categories.
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This consisted in establishing the number of classes and lengths of class
ranges. For each of the four categories there were differentiated five classes of
varied level of development:

. very high
. high
. average
. low
. very low.
The principle of preserving equal length for each class range was observed.
Another phase in the research procedures was to determine the development
trend of individual units. The changing course of the W, indexes over time allo-
wed separating groups of voivodeships which showed a tendency towards pro-
gression, stagnation or regression.

DN AW

Table 1. Categories of economic development selected on the basis of a set of features accepted
for the research ' :

MAGNITUDE FEATURES - NAME OF CATEGORY
INDEX )

share of the employed population in agriculture
pI0yed pop g level of development of agri-

Wi number of economic units registered in REGON system in the sector of ¢ 1ture sector
agriculture, fishing, hunting per 1,000 inhabitants

professional activity
share of the employed in industry

w2 share of economic units registered in REGON system in the voivodeship economic potential
share of private economic enterprises registered in REGON system among
all the units
share of the employed in services level of development of ser-
W3 participation of companies with foreign capital among all the economic ~ Vices Sector and concentra-
units registered in REGON system tion of foreign capital

in the sectors: mining, excavating, and manufacturing activity
in the sector of civil construction

in the sectors: wholesale and retail trading, repairs of me-
chanical vehicles and transport, warehouse management and
communications

in the sector of hotels and restaurants level of economic activity

in the sectors: financial services, estate agency services,
rental services and business activity related to the sectors

other activity: providing communal, social, individual servi-
ces, households employing workers, organizations and inter-
national groups in the sectors of healthcare and social care

W4

number of economic units registered in

REGON system per 1,000 inhabitants

Source: own elaboration
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The particular trends were established on the basis of regression equation.
Calculating the parameters of inclination of regression line was made possible
by the determination of the angle of its inclination, followed by defining the
emerging trend (9). For the needs of the research the following boundaries of
parameter § were accepted, which determine individual trends:

—if > 3, the occurrence has a progressive character,

—if -3 <8 <3, the occurrence has a stagnant character,

—if § < -3, the occurrence has a regressive character. :

The basis of the analysis is established by ordering research units both ac-
cording to the level of development and its trends. A simultaneous dealing with
voivodeships in terms of the both criteria allows carrying out a dynamic classi-
fication of units within the range of fifteen multi-dimensional types.

While analysing the level of development of the agriculture sector, as well
as the spatial tendencies of its development, it can be noticed that the decisive
majority of research units are characterized by a low and very low development
level within the voivodeship (Table 2).

As regards developmental trends, a dichotomy of division of all the units
has appeared, which means that almost on an equal level (about 43% in each
group) towns and communes are characterized by either progression or regres-
sion of development.

The other 14% are units preserving a stable level of development. In de-
pendence on the tendency the given unit can qualify to the upper group, stay in
the same or drop to the lower one. The latter option does not mean that the
achievements to date in the field of development of agriculture have been lost
or wasted, but that the current position of the unit is becoming weaker. Eviden-
tly, the most favourable situation as regards the development of the agriculture
is experienced by the communes of Domaszowice and Kietrz, since they both
show a progressive trend and are characterised by a high and very high levels
of development. A negative phenomenon, though, is the lowering of the deve-
lopment level of the agriculture sector in over half of all the units which di-
splay a higher than average level of development. On the other hand, among
the units which are characterised by a low and very low level of development,
the majority display a growing tendency. It must be underlined that, primarily,
this concerns the towns and communes of the Opole region which are situated
in urbanised and industrialised zones. The growth in the significance of the
agriculture sector noticed in these areas inthe recent years can imply that there
are changes undergoing in the economic structure of the region. The areas of so
far poor agricultural function continue to have a very little say in the economic
profile discussed here, yet with time they are getting richer in economic enter-
prises related to agriculture. The spatial differentiation of the dynamics of de-
velopment of the agriculture sector in the Opolskie Voivodeship is shown in
Figure 1.
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Table 2. Dynamic classification of towns and communes of the Opole region
in the years 1994-2002 according to the development level of agriculture sector

gggfggggm TL?E’;; VERY HIGH HicH AVERAGE Low VERY Lo
Progressive Domaszowice  Kietrz—-c Biata-c Walce Tamndw Opolski
Kietrz -t Lednica—c¢ Gogolin—t
Cisek Reriska Wie$ Namystéw —t
Gorzow Slaski—c  Olesno—¢ Zawadzkie — ¢
Polska Cerekiew Turawa Strzelce Opolskie — ¢
Glogowek — ¢ Dobrodzier — ¢ Brzeg -t
Ujazd - ¢ Gorzow Slaski—t  Zawadzkie —t
Jemielnica Nysa—t
Biata—t Kedzierzyn-KoZle
Glogdwek —t Strzelce Opolskie - t

Kolonowskie~c  Krapkowice — ¢
Kolonowskie —t Opole

Bierawa Krapkowice —t
Otmuchdw - t
Chrzastowice
Wotczyn - t
Paczkéw -t
Gtuchotazy —t
Dobrzeri Wielki
Gogolin—c¢
QOlesno —t
Stagnant Lubrza Radtéw Grodkéw — ¢ Ujazd -t
Baboréw—-c  Rudniki Lasowice Wielkie ~ Le$nica—t
Baboréw — t Pokdj Zebowice - Prudnik -t
Korfant6éw -t Dobrodzieri —t
Byczyna -t
Gtubczyce — t
Regressive Swierczow Skoroszyce Byczyna-c¢ tubniany Nysa—c¢
Pakostawice Lubsza Otmuchdw - ¢ Prudnik —¢ Grodkdw —t
Kamiennik Olszanka Branice Namystéw - ¢ Kluczbork —t
Wilkéw Brzeg—-c¢ Strzeleczki Lewin Brzeski—t  Praszka—t
Pawtowiczki  Niemodtin—c Dabrowa Ozimek - ¢
Korfantéw -t Wotczyn —c Paczkéw - ¢ Zdzieszowice — ¢
Prészkéw Gluchotazy — ¢ Ozimek - t
Popieléw Niemodlin~t - Zdzieszowice -t
tambinowice Kluczbork —¢
Muréw Komprachcice
Lewin Brzeski—¢  Praszka—¢
Gtubczyce - ¢
lzbicko
Tutowice

t — town; ¢ — commune
Source: own elaboration
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-1.03 to -0.41

-0.41to-022 '
0.22 to-0.85 regression
0.85 t0-1.47 stagnation
1.47 to-2.10 T progression

Fig. 1. The development level of agriculture sector in the Opolskie Voivodeship
in the years 1994-2002
Source: own elaboration

Another category being examined is the economic potential, with a special
inclusion of the industry sector. The distribution of units with reference to this
feature is clearly symmetrical (Table 3 and Fig. 2).

Over 60% of the towns and communes in the region are characterized by
alower than average economic potential, and merely 5% can be distinguished
for a high and very high level. As regards the economic potential being develo-
ped in the region a progressive trend dominates, still a considerable part — about
40% — is made from units whose potential is becoming lower.

The City of Opole is the only unit that is characterised by a very high index
as regards the discussed feature. Three other units also belong to the class of
a high potential (Zdzieszowice, Kgdzierzyn-Kozle, Nysa), among which only
Zdzieszowice has maintained the same magnitude of potential, whereas the others
display a regressive trend. The above-mentioned units belong to the strongest
industrial centres in the region. The lowering of their development rate points to
a drop in the significance of industry in the economy of the voivodeship.
A measurable confirmation of this fact are the values of residual indexes calcu-
lated for particular features of this economic category.
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Table 3. Dynamic classification of towns and communes of the Opole region

in the years 1994-2002 according to the economic and industrial potential

SEE\‘/’EELLngEx: i':;';t zIE:J HigH AVERAGE Low VERY LOW
Progressive Zdzieszowice-c Namystéw — ¢ Lewin Brzeski-c Ujazd - t
Dobrodzieri —t Olesno—¢ Muréw Skoroszyce
Ozimek - ¢ Gogolin—c¢ Byczyna -t Dabrowa
Grodkdéw —t Bierawa Otmuchéw - ¢ Prészkéw
Korfant6w — t Grodkéw — ¢ tubniany Lubrza
Otmuchdw -t Wotczyn —¢ Jemielnica
Dobrodzieri ~¢ Brzeg-c Strzeleczki
Lewin Brzeski t Biata—t Pawtowiczki
Wotczyn —t Rudniki Gogolin—t
Kolonowskie — t Cisek
Polska Cerkiew Branice
Olszanka Pakostawice
Byczyna-¢ Lasowice Wik,
Lubsza Ujazd - ¢
Korfantéw — ¢ Wilkéw
tambinowice Swierczow
Kolonowskie ~ ¢ Domaszowice
Komprachcice lzbicko
Turawa Kamiennik
Biata—¢ Popieléw
Stagnant Zdzieszowice  Namystow Gorzéw SI.— ¢
Pokdj
Reriska Wie$
Le$nica—t
Lesnica—c
Radtéw
Walce
Zebowice
Regressive Opole Kedzierzyn- Praszka—t Gtubczyce -t Babioréw -t
-Kozle Dobrzeri Wielki Niemodiin —t Glogdwek — ¢
Nysa~c Ozimek —t Glogowek — t Kietrz— ¢
Nysa—t Brzeg -t Niemodiin—¢ ~ Baboréw—c
Krapkowice -t Kietrz -t Chrzastowice
Strzelce Op. -t Paczkéw — ¢
Praszka - ¢ Gtubczyce — ¢
Prudnik -t
Kluczbork -t
Krapkowice — ¢
Prudnik—c
Zawadzkie —t
Olesno—t
Gtuchotazy -t
Tutowice
Strzelce Op. —¢
Kluczbork — ¢
Gluchotazy — ¢
Zawadzkie - ¢
Gorzow SI.
Paczkéw -t
Tarn6w Op.

t — town; ¢ — commune
Source: own elaboration
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-1.38to ~0.57

-0.57 to 0.24 = )
0.24 to 1.04 = :fffe::::;l
1.04to 1.85 E gh :

1.85t0 2.66 ! progression

Fig. 2. The economic potential in the Opolskie Voivodeship in the years 1994-2002
Source: own elaboration

The above-listed units show a shortage in the magnitude of their economic
potential with reference to the employment in industry. Only a few towns and
communes in the voivodeship can record an average economic potential, among
which as many as 70% displaying a tendency toward regression in this field.
This occurrence is particularly unfavourable, since in the case of this develop-
ment tendency being stable, the units will add to the already numerous class of
a low and very low potential. This is bound to lower the competitive ability of
the whole voivodeship.

. The group of towns and communes of the weakest possibility to develop is
characterised, in turn, by a rise in their potential. The majority of those units are
located outside the industrial zone, which allows concluding that in this area
a slow process of economic development is occurring. This is, foremost, expres-
sed by a growth in the professional activity of the inhabitants, as well as through
the number of economic units registered in individual towns and communes.

A similar distribution of units, as far as quantitative proportions in individu-
al classes are concerned, is typical of the development level of services provi-
ding and share of foreign capital in economic units (Table 4).
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Table 4. Dynamic classification of towns and communes of the Opole region in the years 1994—
—2002 according to the level of development of the services sector and share of foreign

capital
DEVELOPMENT ,
DEVELLEgrELMENT Y{fgg HiGH AVERAGE Low VERY LOW
TREND
Progressive ~ Domaszo-  Kietrz Kietrz -t Gorz6w Slaski—¢  Paczkw — ¢ Strzelce Opolskie — ¢
' wice = Glogéwek ~ ¢ Kolonowskie—-c  Brzeg—m
Lubrza Rudniki Biata ~t Otmuchdw — t
Korfantéw — t Olesno -t Krapkowice — ¢
Tutowice Gtuchotazy — ¢ QOzimek -t
Gorzow Slaski—t  Kiuczbork ¢ Opole
Jemielnica Namystow — t Wotczyn —t
Byczyna—t Gogolin -t Gtuchotazy — t
Praszka —t Kluczbork — t
Praszka—¢ Kedzierzyn-KoZle
Nysa—c Krapkowice — t
Zawadzkie - t Strzelce Opolskie - t
Taméw Opolski ~ Paczkéw —t
Grodkéw — t * Zdzieszowice — ¢
Zawadzkie — ¢ Nysa —t
Gogolin—c¢ Zdzieszowice —t
Ozimek - ¢
Stagnant Baboréw  Lubsza  Grodkéw-c  Ujazd -t Prudnik —¢
—C Pokdj Muréw Namystéw - ¢ Gtogéwek — t
Baboréw Lasowice Dobrodziei—¢  Gtubczyce —t
-t Wielkie Lewin Brzeski—t  Prudnik —t
Byczyna-¢ Le$nica -t
Biata Kolonowskie — t
Regressive Pakosta-  Radtéw  Niemodlin—c  Cisek Bierawa
wice Pawtowi  Olszanka Glubczyce — ¢ Dobrzer Wielki
Wilkéw ~ -czki Prészkow Niemodlin — t
Kamiennik Popieldw Turawa
Skoro- Brzeg—c¢ Izbicko
szyce Branice Walce
Swierczow

Zebowice Ujazd - ¢
Otmuchéw —c¢  Dobrodzieri —t
tambinowice  Lewin Brzeski—¢
Wolczyn—¢ Dabrowa
Korfantéw—c¢  Reriska Wie$

Strzeleczki Olesno—c

tubniany Komprachcice
Chrzastowice
Le$nica—c
Polska Cerkiew

t — town; ¢ — commune
Source: own elaboration
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Only 5% of the examined units display a higher than the average level of
development of the economic category being discussed. Of the others, as many
as 60% range between a low and very low level. The spatial distribution of this
phenomenon differs from the previously analysed problem (Fig. 3).

-1.37 to -0.58 o

-0.58t0 0.21 E* regression
0.21to 1.00 stagnation
1.00to 1.79 — progression
1.79to 2.58

Fig. 3. The development level of service sector and foreign capital in the Opolskie Voivodeship
in the years 1994-2002
Source: own elaboration

_ All the towns and communes that make themselves distinct because of their
level of development of services are located in the urban-industrial functional
zone of the Opole region. They are small settlement units, in the area of which
the industrial function had not been very strongly developed earlier and as a re-
sult of introducing market economy it has been losing against that of providing
services. As regards the whole voivodeship the differentiation in the phenome-
non is clearly seen. The areas which make themselves distinct again for their
level of developing services and share of foreign capital take on a compact form
and are located in the eastern part of the region — in the urban-industrial zone
and also in the southern part of the agricultural-forestry zone. They are recogni-
sed also through a progressive tendency toward development of services and
foreign investments. The size of the share of the economic units with foreign
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capital plays a vital role in strengthening the position of all the units situated in
the eastern part of the Opole region as regards the scope of the problem under
analysis. Their excessive number should most evidently be linked to the ethnic
group 1nhab1t1ng the area, that is autochthonous population who enjoy the rights
of double citizenship. It can be thus supposed that the connections between the
local population and the German State have a strong influence on the localisa-
tion of the foreign capital in this part of the region. A relatively lower level, as
far as developing the problem area under analysis is concerned, is characteristic
of the western part of the voivodeship. In this area progression in development
is noticed in places with once developed industry (Nysa, Otmuchéw, Niemodlin,
Prudnik) and in cities.

An economic category which includes the broadest set of variables is the
level of development of economic activity. It expresses the number of economic
units in relation to the number of population almost in all the sectors of EKD.
The numeral distribution of the units in individual classes is less differentiated
than in the categories of economic development discussed before (Table 5).

Around 20% of the examined units reach an above-average level of deve-
lopment of economic activity. Nevertheless, among them as few as 2 display
development progression and a half is characterized by stagnation. 40% of the
units are in danger of dropping to classes of lower development level since
there occurs regression in their areas. Towns and communes which are charac-
terised by booming economic activity are concentrated — in the first place
— in the southern part of the region and a few ‘islands’ of individual towns
or communes strewn in the remaining area. It is in the south of the region
where there is a marked increase in the number of economic units, especially
dealing in manufacture activity and hotel trading, as well as transport and tra-
ding (Fig. 4).

The towns and communes which lie in the central part of the voivodeship,
forming a ‘wreath’ surrounding the City of Opole, are characterized by an
average level of development of economic activity. This area shows a regres-
sive trend in its development, which can be a result of concentration of invest-
ments in the voivodeship’s capital. It is a valuable fact, though, for the further
development of the region that a dominance of a progressive trend is noticed
in the area with the lowest level of development of economic activity. Such
units occur in various parts of the voivodeship, still are the most numerous in
- its eastern territory. A shortage in the proportionality of development of these
towns and communes results, chiefly, from a low saturation with economic
units active within the sphere of manufacturing and services rendered to busi-
ness environment (financial agencies, servicing and rental of estates, public
administration).

—34—



TRANSFORMATIONS OF THE ECONOMIC STRUCTURES IN THE OP{:LE REGION...

Table 5. Dynamic classification of towns and communes of the Opole region in the years 1994—
—2002 according to the level of development of economic activity

Sﬁvvffgﬁxﬁﬁ; TLE\EI;'B VERY HIGH HiGH AVERAGE Low VERY LOW
Progressive Kluczbork Krapkowice —t Lewin Brzeski — ¢ Ozimek — ¢
Korfantéw Lewin Brzeski —t Wotczyn —¢ Strzeleczki
Paczkéw —t Pakostawice tambinowice
Byczyna—c Skoroszyce
Swierczow
Izbicko
Gogolin—c¢
Jemielnica
Lubrza
Domaszowice
Zawadzkie — ¢
Branice
Kolonowskie — ¢
Korfantéw — ¢
Lasowice Wielkie
Zghowice
Ujazd - ¢
Stagnant Opole Nysa—t Gorz6w Slaski—t Lesnica—t Qlszanka
: Otmuchéw—t  Wolczyn —t Ozimek — t Zdzieszowice — ¢
Byczyna -t Kietrz ~t Gogolin -t Kolonowskie —t
Namystéw—t  Strzelce Opoliskie ~t  Zdzieszowice ~t Kamiennik
Brzeg -t Ujazd -t Muréw Baboréw — ¢
Giubczyce—t  Kluczbork —¢ Brzeg-¢ Cisek
Glogbwek—t  Namystéw —c Paczkéw — ¢ Walce
Grodkéw — t Baboréw —t Lubsza Polska Cerekiew
Nysa—¢ Zawadzkie —t Pawtowiczki
Regressive Miasto Niemodlin—t  Olesno—¢ Chrzastowice Biala—c¢
Dobrodzieri  Giuchotazy—t  Ghuchotazy — ¢ Dabrowa Radtéw
Miasto Biata—t Praszka—¢ Glubczyce — ¢ Lesnica—c
Olesno Kedzierzyn- Komprachcice Krapkowice —c¢ Gorz6w Slaski ~¢
Kozle Prudnik — ¢ Strzelce Opolskie — ¢
Praszka -t Dobrodzief - ¢ Tutowice
Prudnik—t  pubniany Proszkow
Niemodfin—¢ Rudniki
Dobrzer Wielki Tarndw Opolski
Turawa Otmuchdw - ¢
Gtogbwek — ¢
Grodkéw - ¢
Popieldw
Kietrz—¢
Reriska Wie$
Bierawa

t — town; ¢ —~ commune
Source: own elaboration
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-1.01 to -0.47

-0.47 to 0.07

0.07 to 0.62 regression
0.62to0 1.16 stagnation
1.16t0 1.70 progression

Fig. 4. The development level of economic activity in the Opolskie Voivodeship in the years
1994-2002
Source: own elaboration

Analysing the changes undergoing in individually selected categories of the
economic activity in the Opolskie Voivodeship, it can be concluded that in this
area a transformation of the economic structure is taking place. The fixed, deca-
des-long division of the Opole region into three functional zones has not been
valid any longer: the area which was designated as industrial to date has been
dominated by services-providing units. The latter are entering the area of the
whole voivodeship in a more and more expansive manner, still attaining the
strongest position in its eastern part. The spatial concentration of companies
with foreign capital, which are a phenomenon of the former decade of transfor-
mation, takes on a similar form. At the same time it must be underlined that the
industrial function is losing its significance in the Opolskie Voivodeship. It is
difficult today to conduct a delimitation of the industrial zone in the region. The
economic activity within the sphere of agriculture has also lost its importance
yet only in some areas of the agriculture and agriculture-forestry zone, still in
the area of these functional zones there have appeared units providing services
instead. They are localised, first of all, in the south-western part of the Voivode-
ship, in the area that has suitable conditions to develop tourism. Consequently,
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economic units dealing in the spheres of hotel trading and entrepreneurship, as
well as transport, warehouse management and communications dominate here.
The space of the southern part of the agriculture-forestry zone that neighbours
on the urban-industrial one has been developing in a similar manner. A levelling
of the development levels of individual areas is also noticed in the region, among
others, through weak dynamics of formation of the development axis of the
region. At the moment it is Opole — the capital of the region that aspires to this
function. However, the rate of the city’s economic development suggests that
this position may be attained but only in a longer run.
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