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ABSTRACT. The article concerns migration processes in medium-sized and large towns
of the outhern Poland lying in the voivodeslvips: Matopolskie, Slaskie and Swigtokrzy-
skie. The author made an analysis of immigration and emigration, considering both the
intensification and structure of migrations which occurred due to the systemic transfor-
mation. The results of her analysis confirmed the impact of socio-economic processes on
migration behaviour. The immigration to towns of various sizes decreased, and the mi-
gration structure in the relation between urban and rural area changed. The diversification
of internal migration level in medium-sized and large towns was influenced, (among other
reasons), by their site in the given economic and historical region of Poland.
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The change of socio-political conditions after 1989 had a significant impact
on migration changes in Poland. The influence of the transformation period can
be observed in medium-sized and large towns. For the needs of this study, large
towns are defined as towns where the number of inhabitants exceeds 100 tho-
usand; while medium-sized towns are the ones with 20 to 100 thousand inhabi-
tants. The study discusses migration changes in Southern Poland (voivode-
ships: Matopolskie, Slaskie and Swigtokrzyskie) in large and medium-sized towns
in two time sections 1988 and 1999. The study was conducted on the basis
of reports on immigration and emigration of the population, as well as direction
of migrations as divided into rural and urban areas. '

This study aims is defining the changes in the intensity and directions of mi-
gration in large and medium-sized towns in the Southern Poland which occurred
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due to the systemic transformation. Moreover, it was verified whether the incre-
ase in migration to towns in the 1980s and 1990s was dependent on the number
of dwellings completed.

The basic problems of this region were treated in publications made by: Diu-
gosz, 2000a; Dlugosz, Haydukiewicz, 2000b; Szajnowska-Wysocka, 1998; Run-
ge, Ktosowski, 2000; Runge, 1998, 2000; Kiniorska, 2000; Warych-Juras, 2001.

As migrations are, apart from the birth rate, one of the factors decisive
on the demographic development of towns, the introductory part of the article
focuses on assessment of their role in the dynamics of urban population in the
Southern Poland. To do so, Webb’s typology was applied (Webb, 1963). While
analysing the changes in migration balance and birth rate according to Webb’s
typology, one may observe significant differences resulting from regional spe-
cificity of the towns under research, and systemic changes that have occurred
in Polish economy.

Table 1. Large cites typology after J. Webb’s method in 1988 and 1999

Large cities 1988 1999
Bielsko-Biata C G
Bytom C F
Chorzéw G E
Czestochowa ¢ F
Dabrowa Gérnicza C D
Gliwice H F
Jastrzgbie Zdrdj A H
Katowice D F
Kielce B H
Krakow B E
Ruda Slaska c F
Rybnik B H
Sosnowiec C F
Tarnéw C H
Tychy B H
Zabrze C G

A — H: types.

The 1980s were characterised with positive actual population growth, which
occurred both in large and medium-sized towns. Most towns presented the A—D
development types, whereas type C prevailed (24 towns out of 56 under rese-
arch) which describes towns of positive migration balance exceeding the positi-
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ve population growth. In majority, these were medium-sized and large towns
belonging to the Upper-Silesian agglomeration (Sosnowiec, Zabrze, Dabrowa
Goérnicza, Pyskowice, Siemianowice Slaskie), which owed its development to the
promigration policy proclaimed in the 1970s and in the early 1980s.

In the present Matopolskie voivodeship, over half of its towns belonged
to the C type: Tarnéw, Chrzandéw, Nowy Sacz, Bochnia and Olkusz.

In the Swigtokrzyskie voivodeship, the C type was presented by towns be-
longing to the Old-Polish Industrial Region (Ostrowiec Swigtokrzyski, Skarzy-
sko-Kamienna) and Sandomierz, where large industrial plants attracted signifi-
cant numbers of employees, especially from the neighbouring rural areas.

Another type of towns, significant in the 1980s, was the B type. It included
15 towns situated in majority on the temtory of the present Slaskie Vowodeshlp,
those below 50 thousand inhabitants (Zywiec, Zory), and the large towns, i.e. Kra-
koéw, Kielce, Rybnik, Tychy.

The functional structure oftoums shaped in the period after World War IT led
to decrease in migrations in the towns described. High population growth from
the late 1980s was an echo of a demographic explosion in the 1970s, and a re-
sult of large migrations in the years of intense industrialisation of Poland. More-
over, in the case of the Slaskie Voivodeship towns economic reasons were reve-
aled in the form of increasing economic crisis (Runge, 2000).

Table 2. Medium cites typology after J. Webb’s method in 1988 and 1999

Medium cities 1988 1999

1 2 3
Andrychéw A H
Bedzin F F
Bierun not data avaiable H
Bochnia C A
Chrzanéw C H
Cieszyn D G
Czechowice-Dziedzice C A
Czelad? C E
Czerwionka Leszczyny not data avaiable F
Gorlice B A
Jaworzno B F
Knuréw A H
Kofiskie B A
Lubliniec C F
taziska Gorne C H
Mikotdw C D
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Mystowice

Myszkéw

Nowy Sacz

Nowy Targ

Olkusz

Ostrowiec Swietokrzyski
O$wiecim

Piekary Slaskie
Pszczyna

Pyskowice

Racibdrz

Ryduttowy not data avaiable
Sandomierz
Siemianowice Slaskie

W O m O > O O mw O O Ol

Skarzysko-Kamienna
Skawina
Starachowice
Swietochtowice
Tarnowskie Géry
Wodzistaw Staski
Zakopane

Lawiercie

Zory

Zywiec

T T m m I mm m > mMm IO P>MEOE TN IT O T T MOoa|w

W W T >» W W O W > O O O

A — H: types.

In the 1980s only nine towns had a negative migration balance (Chorzéw,
Gliwice, Jastrzebie Zdrdj, Bedzin, Knuréw, Andrychow, O$wiecim, Skawina, Za-
kopane); in majority these were medium-sized towns of a mono-functional cha-
racter of the Matopolskie and Slaskie voivodeships. An especially unfavourable
situation as coucerns actual population growth was observed in Chorzow, where
high negative population growth ratio was recorded (-2,8%o) simultaneously with
the high negative migration balance (—8,6%o). Decrease in population number was
probably caused by: high pollution of the environment and the related emigration
of urban population (especially young people) to other Silesian towns.

The 1990s brought significant changes in the level of components of the ac-
tual population growth.

If in the 1980s progressive typ prevailed, ten years later the majority of towns
(45) presented regressive types. This referred-both to medium-sized and large towns.
In 1999, in all large towns of the region under study showed a decrease in the
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actual population number. It was mainly caused by the decrease in migration of the
rural population to towns, and the diminishing natural increase of urban population.
An exception in this group is the city of Dabrowa Gérnicza, which as the only town
of the large ones was characterised with positive actual population growth, being
aresult of a rather high migration balance in the 2nd half of the 90s.

In 1999, the majority of medium-sized towns also showed negative actual
population growth. Characteristic for them was the spatial differentiation resul-
ting from their belonging to particular voivodeships. The largest migration loss
was recorded in medium-sized towns of the Slaskie voivodeship (in Zory and
Jastrzebie Zdroj). It’s worth stressing that in this period both towns mentioned
had very high natural increase, which was not, however, high enough to com-
pensate for the significant migration loss.

The most favourable situation as concerns actual population growth was
recorded in medium-sized towns of the Matopolskie voivodeship (Nowy Sacz,
Nowy Targ, Gorlice, Bochnia), which despite the migration losses were charac-
terised with positive actual population growth owing to high birth rate.

The level of the immigration and emigration coefficients reflects the exi-
sting or potential aitracting or repelling factors. The level of internal migrations
in large and medium-sized towns of the Southern Poland varied, which was
a result of their belonging to the given economic or historical regions.

In 1988, large towns of the region were characterised with high immigra-
tion rate exceeding 10%o (the only exception was that of Krakéw which at that
time achieved the value of 9%o). Particularly, the towns of the Slqskie voivode-
ship recorded high share (above the average) of urban population in total popu-
lation inflow, which was caused by high migration turnover occurring in the
Upper Silesian Conurbation (fig. 1).

Cities which in 1988 were capitals of voivodeships had high share of rural
population in immigrants, exceeding 50% (Tarnéw, Czestochowa, Kielce, Biel-
sko-Biata). This phenomenon must be explained by weak urbanisation of particu-
lar regions and general migration tendencies in that period (Gawryszewski, 1989).

Spatial distribution of the intensification of the emigration coefficient corre-
sponded with the distribution of that of the immigration. And thus the highest
outflow tare (above 13%o) occurred in the Silesian Conurbation (Chorzéw, Da-
browa Gornicza, Jastrzebie Zdr6j), while the slight one (below 10%o) was obse-
rved in the remaining towns of the region under study. High emigration ratio
in Silesian towns was recorded both in the old, depopulated cities, and in Ja-
strzebie Zdrdj, which in the past war years transformed from a spa resort into
a significant mining industry centre.

The inflow and outflow structure of large towns in 1988 featured the central
part of the Slaskie voivodeship, which attracted mainly urban population. The emi-
gration structure was similar, as here also prevailed inflow to towns. The struc-
ture of migration directions was completely different in the Malopolskie and
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Swigtokrzyskie voivodeships and in peripheral towns of the Slaskie voivodeship
(Czgstochowa, Jastrzgbie Zdrdj, Bielsko-Biala), where a large share of immi-
grants consisted of rural population. Attention must be drawn to Tarnéw, where
70% of immigrants came from the countryside. In 1988, most large towns were
dominated by the emigration to urban centres. Only two towns: Tarnéw and
Kielce had a high share (over 50%) of emigration to rural areas.

N- inflow
O- outflow

M - rural areas
% - urban areas

Fig. 1. Intensity and structure of internal migration of the population large towns in the Matopol-
skie, Slaskie and Swietokrzyskie voivodeships in 1988 _
Source: The author’s own calculation bored on the data of the particular statistical offices.

In the 1980s, immigration to medium-sized towns was much higher than

" immigration to large towns in the same period (fig. 2). High immigration coeffi-
cients (at the level of 20%o0) occurred in the towns at the central part of the Upper
Silesian Conurbation (Siemianowice Slaskie, Mikotow, Pyskowice, Mystowice),
and in Olkusz, Nowy Sacz, Chrzanéw, Sandomierz. This high level of immigra-
tion was a result of urbanisation and industrialisation boom in the 1970s and
1980s. Its socio-demographic consequences of which can be observed at present.
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Emigration from the towns at the central part of the Slaskie voivodeship
was considerable higher than from other medium-sized towns of the region stu-
died, and oscillated at the level of 159%o. Towns of the Matopolskie and Swie-
tokrzyskie voivodeships (Starachowice, Ostrowiec Swigtokrzyski, Sandomierz),
and those lying outside the Slaskie voivodeship were characterised with high
immigration of rural population.

The 1990s brought significant changes mainly in the intensity of immigration
and emigration ratios, both for large and medium-sized towns. Socio-economic trans-
formations led to a crisis in many branches of the heavy industry, especially steel-
works and mining; regression in the housing construction industry was serious;
and, additionally, there was the element of growing unemployment. These factors
led to a halt in migration processes in entire Poland (Ciok, Jakubowicz, 1995).

Mikotéw

N-- inflow
O- outflow

m - rural areas
# - Urban areas

Fig. 2. Intensity and structure of internal migration of the population medium towns in the Mato-
polskie, Slaskie and Swigtokrzyskie voivodeships in 1988
Source: The author’s own calculation bored on the data of the particular statistical offices.

Changes brought by the systemic transformation also reduced the average
value of the ratio of immigration to large towns, from the level of 13.6%o to 8.2%o.

— 125 —



ANNA WARYCH-JURAS

Directions of migration in the Slaskie voivodeship, however, did not alter.
As before, urban population dominated the immigration, and emigration was
directed to towns. A different phenomenon was observed in Jastrzgbie Zdroj,
where emigration to the countryside prevailed. The fact of leaving Silesian towns
must be explained with the immigrants’ weak identification with their new set-
tlement, which resulted, by their retum home (Runge, Ktosowski, 1998).

Nevertheless, significant changes occurred in the case of emigration from
other large towns, i.e. Krakéw, Tarnow, Kielce, and Czgstochowa, where high
emigration to rural areas was recorded (fig. 3). This must be linked with the
sub-urbanisation process affecting those large cities. People began leave the towns
moving, especially to suburban areas, which, due to economic or ecological aspect,
proved to be more attractive to urban population.

Per 1000 population }
20
10

NoO
N- inflow W ~
O- outflow £\ e
N - rural areas > '
% - urban areas

Fig. 3. Intensity and structure of internal migation of the population large towns in the Matopol-
skie, Slaskie and Swigtokrzyskie voivodeships in 1999
Source: The author’s own calculation bored on the data of the particular statistical offices.
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Immigration to medium-sized towns decreased almost by 50% in the region
under study, as compared to 1988. Immigration directions did not alter signifi-
cantly as compared to the previous period. Central part of the Katowice conur-
bation was characterised with high immigration of urban population, while other
towns of the region studied were dominated with the immigration of rural popu-
lation. Emigration from industrial towns, however, increased, which was parti-
cularly true of Swigtokrzyskie voivodeship (Ostrowiec Swigtokrzyski, Sando-
mierz, Skarzysko-Kamienna), and of towns lying in the southern part of the
region (Cieszyn, Rydultowy, Zory, Oswiecim, Zywiec, Gorlice). Emigration from
the above towns was mainly directed to rural areas (fig. 4). In the case of towns
belonging to the Old-Polish Industrial Region, the prevailing outflow direction
was that to towns, which resulted from the bad economic situation of Swiqto-
krzyskie voivodeship and high unemployment rate in rural areas.

Slemlanowice 81,

W - rural areas
# - urban areas

Fig. 4. Intensity and structure of internal migration of the population medium towns in the Mato-
polskie, Slaskie and Swigtokrzyskie voivodeships in 1999
Source: The author’s own calculation bored on the data of the particular statistical offices.

In the light of such transformations of the population in the discussed region,

including particularly migrations, one may ask whether the level of immigration
to towns was dependent on the number of the completed dwellings available.
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Table 3. Correlation between immigration and the completed dwellings number in large and me-
dium-sized towns of the Matopolskie, Slaskie and Swiqtokrzyskie voivodeships

Year 1988 1999
Towns in total 0.39 0.01
Large towns 0.12 -0.10
Medium-sized towns 0.42 0.13

The analysis of the correlation coefficient between immigration and the num-
ber of completed dwellings available in 1988 showed a significant dependence
between those variables (fig. 5 and 6). The index calculated for all the towns
achieved the value of 0.39 (tab. 3). Even higher correlation was observed in the ca-
se of mediumsized towns. The relation of those variables was not significant in
large towns, where immigration was not dependent on the number of new dwel-
lings. The level of correlation coefficient largely decreased in 1999 for large
towns, to the 0.01 value. This means that in the late 1990s other factors influen-
ced the intensification of immigration to towns. There were: 1) crisis in con-
struction industry which occurred already in the 1980s, and the related financial
problems of many housing cooperatives; 2) increased wealth of certain social
groups which began moving away from towns to suburban areas, leaving their
apartments in town; 3) second-hand dwellings market.

CONCLUSIONS

Large and medium-sized towns of the Southern Poland show peculiar types
of migrations. The author’s analysis showed considerable diversification of mi-
gration, which results from the site of those cities, in particular economic or hi-
storical regions.

The socio-economic processes had a significant influence on the migration
behaviour of the urban population of the Southern Poland towns. These are expres-
sed both by decrease in immigration to towns of various sizes, and by the chan-
ge of migration structure, in the relation between urban and rural areas. The Ka-
towice Conurbation, and particularly its central part, showed high share of urban
population in the migration turnover. The medium-sized towns situated in the
Old-Polish industrial Region, which in the 1980s had high immigration ratio,
with considerable share of rural population, in the 1990s showed the negative
migration balance, whereas the emigration from them was directed mainly to
other towns. In the Malopolska cities case, in the 1990s, the emigration to the
suburbs was observed. The emigration from both large and medium-sized towns,
which occurred in 1999, will be increased. This process will probably be related
to the future changes of the economic situation of Poland.
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Fig. 5. Relation between the population inflow and the completed dwellings number in the cities
over 20,000 inh. in the Malopolskie, Slaskie, Swigtokrzyskie voivodeships in 1988

[%o]
12
11
10
- ]
5
N1 8
P
E- [
3 4
2
3 2
&
L}

10 12 14 18 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 36 |%o

o
N
ry
o
@

Inflow coefficient

Large cities a Medium cities *

Regresion lines for the cities: Medium ... Large .o Total ____

Fig. 6. Relation between the population inflow and the completed dwellings number in the cities
over 20,000 inh. in the Matopolskie, Slaskie, Swiqtokrzyskie voivodeships in 1999
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MIGRACJE W SREDNICH I DUZYCH MIASTACH POLSKI POLUDNIOWEJ
STRESZCZENIE

Praca dotyczy procesow migracyjnych w miastach $rednich i duzych Polski Potu-
dniowej (wojewodztw: matopolskiego, §laskiego i $wietokrzyskiego). W artykule prze-
prowadzono analizg naptywu i odptywu ludnoéci z uwzglednieniem natezenia i struktu-
ry migracji zachodzacych pod wplywem transformacji systemowej. Wyraza sie to za-
réwno zmniejszeniem wielkosci naptywu ludnosci do miast roznej wielkosci, jak i zmiana
struktury migracji w relacjach miasto-wie$. Na zroznicowanie poziomu migracji we-
wnetrznych w miastach $rednich i duzych Polski Potudniowej wplyw miala migdzy in-
nymi przynalezno$¢ do regionéw gospodarczych oraz historycznych kraju. Konurbacja
katowicka, a w szczeg6lnosci jej centralna czg$¢ wyrdzniala si¢ duzym udzialem ludno-
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sci miejskiej w obrocie migracyjnym. Miasta §rednie nalezace do Staropolskiego Okre-
gu Przemystowego, ktére w latach 80. miaty wysoki wspélczynnik wartosci naptywu
w przewadze ludnosci wiejskiej, charakteryzowaty si¢ w latach 90. wysokim ujemnym
saldem migracji, a odptyw skierowany byt gléwnie do innych miast. W miastach Malo-
polski w latach 90. zaobserwowano zjawisko duzego odptywu ludnosci do strefy pod-
miejskiej. Odplyw ludnosci z miast zaréwno duzych, jak i $rednich na wies, jaki wysta-
pit w roku 1999, bedzie przybierat coraz wigksze rozmiary, przy czym bedzie to zapew-
ne proces powiazany z przyszla zmiang sytuacji ekonomiczne;j kraju.








